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After hearing about the TT earlier thisweek I'd
been really looking forward to getting out to the
track. When | heard | could get a “taste of the
track” ride-along with aninstructor | wassold. |
haven’t had my 914 running for awhileso | was
eager to at |east watch othersenjoy their carsand
to havethe chanceto haveacloser look at them.

S0, | showed up early withmy helmetin hand and
figured out whom | needed to talk to about getting
aride. A couple of conversations and a little
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paperwork later | wasassigned to PCA Instructor
Bob Murillofor my “taste of thetrack”. Bob was
very friendly and suggested that he could takeme
outinthetea run-group at 10:30 and tojust show
up afew minutes early to get strapped in. Oh,
Bob'scarisa03 GT3 Cup!

| used thetimein between to wander the paddock
and take photos of some of the gorgeouscarsin
attendance. Therewereexamplesof most Porsche
modelsranging from full street carsto dedicated
racing cars. 911s, 930s, GT3s, 944s, 928s,
Boxsters, Caymens, 993s, 996s, air-cooled,
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water-cooled, alittleof everything.
| also spotted abeautiful Ford GT
at thefar end of the paddock. Not
aPorsche, but impressivenonethe
less. After somesight seeing | went
and introduced myself to some of
the 914 folkswhom, until now, I'd
only known asonline personalities
onthevarious 914 sites. | spotted
the Pirate Racing car first and
introduced mysdlf toitsowner Grant
Keyser. Hewaspitted with Barrick
Pickering Racing so soon | was
shaking handswith Randal Barrick,
andBill and DorisPickering aswdll.
Grants914isaraw, stripped down
track day car built on areasonable
budget. Nowindshield, interior, or

GOING FAST

Top: Cockpit “the Beast”
4% Center: PirateRacingclosingin
)| Left: BPR Car, safety cage

evenenginelid, just abig set of dicks, and ahighstrung 2.5liter x. TheBPR 914, “ TheBeast ” isjust that. A purpose
built racing car with abeautiful integrated roll-cage, awell thought out chassis, removabl efiberglass body, multi-
adjustable suspension, aninjected 2.7 liter Six, big dicksand nothing that isn't essentia to going fast. Gorgeouscar.
The second BPR car isthe Epiq Spec Boxster primarily being driven by Doris Pickering. Built to themeet therulesof
thefledgling spec boxster classitislow, stiff and mean. A redlly great looking car that Dorispilotsto great effect on
track. Soon it wastimeto go meet Bob for my ride. Hewasjust lowering the Cup car fromitsbuiltin airjacksand
checking the center lock wheels. Cool. Hegot meall strapped in and we headed for the grid. He mentioned that the
car wasasdelivered from Porsche with the exception of an ECU upgrade which bumped the horsepower to “alittle
North of 400”.

Wehit thetrack and hebarely let thetires get warm before attacking the cornersat unexpected speed. Oncethetires
did get warmweredlly started to hustle. Onething’ sfor sure, Porsche knows how to build aracecar. Thegriplevel
through the Carousel wasamazing. The car wasarocket ship accel erating up toward turn seven but it was evident
that it really wasn’t enough roomfor it to stretch itslegs. Through thedalom-like*8s’ the car was super planted and
maintaining asteady 150 km/h. We passed every car we approached with ease (and apoint by, sincethiswasn’'t a
competitive session). Whenitwasover, | thanked Mr. Murillowith abig silly grin on my faceand wandered off to
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take somemore photos. A littlelater | had the opportunity to takeasecondride. Thistimeit waswith Bill Pickering
in The Beast. We eased out onto thetrack and within alap Bill was getting comfortable with the car and picking up
speed. He' d mentioned earlier that there sabig differenceinthe“911ling” andthe* 914 1ine’. Hewasright. | noticed
while The Beast didn’t havethe outright accel eration of thecup car, it wasn't far off. Due, I’ m sure, toitssignificantly
lower weight making up much of the horsepower deficit. Thechassisfelt super stablewith noflexing or groaningand
even asapassenger it was apparent that these guyshad built avery neutral, very quick racing car. It wasfun feeling
TheBeast squirm alittleonitsHoos ersaswe started to exit the carousel. Slipping and gripping, but never feeling
loose or out of shape. A quick glanceat Bill confirmed the sensation as| could see him making small adjustments of
thewhed. Although, it never looked like hewasfighting thecar. | climbed out after my second ride of theday with an
evenbigger smileon my face. Thisiswhat a914 shouldfed likeonthetrack. | aspiretobuild a914 likethisoneand
todriveit even haf aswell asBill does.

| had acommitment for later in the evening, so after somemore car-talk | hadto cal it aday and even turned down
achanceto round out my on-track experience with aridein the Epic Spec Boxster. Another time perhaps. The
experiencehasmewondering if | should build atrack-ready 914 andjoin thefun. The PCA folkswheregreat andthe
event seemedto berunvery well. It’ srelatively affordablefor theamount of track timeavailable. The“taste of the
track” programisthe best deal goingif you' d liketo experience one of these carsat speed. For $20 you get afull
sessionwithaPCA instructor, at speed, onthetrack. Asmuch fun asthe chanceto get out on thetrack was, and as
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“1 would have gone just for the
conversation, but the hot-laps didn’t hurt”

great asitisto crawl around so many wonderful cars, it
wasthe peoplethat really madethe day. Everyone (not
just the 914 folk) was nice and friendly and thewhole
event had an entirely laid back feel toit. Bill, Randal,
and Grant ared| very passionate about thishobby and
about 914s. It really shows. Doriswasgreat. Sheeven
fedmelunch! | would havegonejust for the conversation,
but the hot-lapsdidn’t hurt.

Above: Trekkor Wills (Ieft) and Michael Mannion chat it up
in the pit Onat
Right: Grant Keyser in“Team Pirate” i
Below: DaveNeal’ s(spelling?) 419 car

Photo: Top, by
DorisPickering
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Helloal,

| want to start by thanking everyonefor all the support
you have given mein starting the 914 Magazine. | must say, it’s
the enthusiasm and dedication shown by all teenersto all things
914 related that threw me over the edge when the decision came to whether or not | am
going to take on this venture. | spent many a night wondering what to cover and how to
cover it. where to get theinfo so it would be relevant and digestible. Then, there wasthe
“arefolksgoing to likeit?’. Well, the answer always came back “JUST DO IT”. So, hereit
iIsmid-February and the first edition of the magazine wasn’t scheduled to come out until
April. DEand TT #1 came up and | thought “oh man, this would be a good thing to cover”
but how interested would folks be in the event if it happened a month and a half ago? By
then it would be old news. Me being anewsguy | pulled out theol’ publishing hat, jumped
on the computer and went to work on this special edition. Thanksto the help of afew
guick-handed folks, and several pots of strong coffee, we got it done. Timely, informative
and down right cool. It may not be perfect but heck, it wasn’t meant to be. Just sit back,
buckle up, and enjoy theride. There are many more to come. The magazine will be pub-
lished every other month starting in April. From timeto time | will be throwing together
specias like this one and posting them on the website. Couple more sips of coffeeand I'm
off towork ontheApril issue. Until then......

Special thanksto all,

MikeKoozmin
Publisher, 914 Magazine
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